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This is a poem that takes a traditional form of poetry – a nursery rhyme - and subverts it. The contrast with what you’d expect in a nursery creates irony in terms of meaning. 

Write down your analysis for each of the couplets in the boxes that follow. 

Little boy blue, four hours till dawn.
Your bed's a cement bag, your plastic is torn.

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	









[bookmark: _GoBack]Your breakfast was tap water, dinner was sleep;
you are the faith your olds couldn't keep.


	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	











In your bunny rug room there were toys on the floor
but nothing is obvious when people get poor


	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	




and newspaper crackles next to your skin.
You're a newspaper fairytale now, Tommy Thin,


	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	



a postnatal abortion, slick outer space thing,
you run like a pinball BING! smack crack BING!


	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	












then, strung out and spotty, you wriggle and sigh
and kiss all the fellows and make them all die.
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